SPEEDING   ITP   SHAKESPEARE             5

theatrical colouring* As a, tale, the passage in
which If; occurs smells of the tiring-house* Not
that there is ever any deliberate punning on the
word; the effect is much more delicately con-
veyed; It is one of subtle over-tones* The meaning
is struck out clear on the anvil, but there are
reverberations which suggest the playhouse con-
notation* Because of this peculiarity^ sustained
theatrical metaphor In Shakespeare Is never
wholly flawless* Look, for example, at a couplet
from PV/wwr and Admi$i

And all this cliimtvplay had his acts made plain
With tears* which chorus-like her eyes did rain*

It Is also to he noted that in Shakespearean
metaphor^ **scencsM ami "acts" form quite a
common collocation, though it: is rare in such

instances to find "acts" given its full theatrical
meaning* Take the              in the opening scene

of i Kmg limy V\ wherein Northumberland,

on receiving the news of his                    bursts

out with

Now, let not nature1!
the wild flood confined: let order die:
And let the world 00 longer be a
To feed contention in ft lingering act;